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because of the dependence on modern industry, yet
the glider was accomplished by Otto Lilienthal, the
Wrights and others, almost without a prior art, or
engineering information, working under conditions
that could have been duplicated in ancient times. Why,
then, was it not done by men like Leonardo da Vinci
in the fifteenth century, or by Archimedes in the third
century B.C.?
This is my explanation. The conquest of the air,
with its profoundly important influence on the history
of humanity will remain one of the outstanding facts
of the twentieth century. Intuitively several of the
more developed and sensitive men of the time were
influenced to work in this direction. During the fifty
years preceding the advent of flying, there appeared a
marked anticipation of the flying machine. The feeling
became real and active, even while tangible proofs were
absent.
But why did intuition, which apparently said little
during thousands of years, start to talk extensively and
convincingly during the fifty years that preceded flying?
There may be a limit to the range of the intuitive
faculty or possibly the future patterns assume a definite
background only as they are approached by the " pro-
cession," or finally, recollecting that nearly every kind
of motion we know in the universe is along curved and
not straight lines, we can postulate the motion along
a curve even to the element of time. If this is the case,
intuition may be limited by conditions similar to our
eyesight, which cannot see a ship beyond the horizon.
These considerations are not in disaccord with the
fact that important scientific discoveries, such as the
idea of the atom or the central position of the sun in